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Floods

Sometimes during the monsoons, 
it rains heavily and continuously for 
three or four days. This causes the 
level of water in a river to rise. That 
is, the river gets flooded. If it does 
not stop raining, settlements  on its 
banks can also get flooded. 

Mud houses on the riversides 
collapse during a flood. People and 
animals may die due to drowning. Flooding of settlements causes problems in 
everyday life.   

At such times, we should go to a safe place at a height and come back only 
when the flood waters recede. 

The current of flood waters is very strong. It is dangerous to swim in flood 
waters.
Earthquakes 

Sometimes, the rocks in the bowels of the earth move. As a result, waves are 
produced in the layers of rock.

If a stone is thrown into a pool of still water, we see circular ripples around 
it. They move to the edges of the pool. After some time, 
the waves settle and the water becomes still as before.

Exactly the same kind of waves are produced 
inside the earth. For a few seconds, the ground shakes. 
That is the earthquake. Then everything quietens down 
again. Where the earthquake occurs, buildings are 
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(D) 	 Answer the following questions.

		  1.	 What kind of rain in winter is good for the crops ?

		  2.	 What are the ill effects of a hailstorm ?

		  3. 	 Should one go for a swim in flood waters ?

		  4.	 How does a tsunami affect vehicles on the coast ?

(E) 	 Fill in the blanks.

		  1. 	 …………. just like the ones we see in water, are produced in the bowels of the  
			   earth.

		  2.  	If it does not stop raining, the rainwater enters the ………………….. .

		  3. 	 People and animals are …………………….. against the force of a tsunami.

		  4. 	 People get trapped under the ………………. and die.

=	 Practice how, after an earthquake, you would leave your class in single file and gather  
	 in an open space near your school.

***

Activity


