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(69)

= This man is filling the water 
from the tap into a drum. 
The drum is some distance 
away from the tap. Still, the 
water from the tap is 
flowing into the drum.

 Why is this so?

 The picture alongside shows two internal 
organs - the mouth and the stomach. These 
organs help in the digestion of food. The 
stomach is situated in the abdominal cavity. 
There is a tube in the thoracic cavity to transport 
food from the mouth to the stomach. It is called 
the oesophagus or the gullet. 

We use our mouth to eat our food. The 
tongue tells us the taste of the food. We chew 
food with our teeth. As we chew it, our saliva 
mixes with the food. As a result, the food forms 

The cavity in the torso has three parts. The cavity in the chest is called the 
thoracic cavity. 

The cavity inside the abdomen has two parts. They are the abdominal cavity 
and the pelvic cavity.

All the internal organs of the body are situated in these cavities. They are 
situated in such a way that they will not leave their places and move here and 
there. 

a moist ball. It is easy to swallow this soft ball. This food passes through the throat 
into the oesophagus. The wall of the oesophagus is flexible. This makes it possible 
to carry the food from the throat to the stomach easily.

Oesophagus 

Mouth

Oesophagus 

Stomach

The oesophagus

Can you tell ?
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(71)

= Take a bottle made from flexible 
plastic. 

= Take a spent ball-pen refill.
= Make a small hole in the centre 

of the lid of the bottle. The refill 
must fit tightly in the hole. 

= Now fill the bottle with water.
= Fit the lid with the refill tightly on 

the bottle. Make sure that most of 
the refill is inside the bottle and 
only a short tip projects outside. 
It will make it easier to do this 
experiment.

= Now hold the bottle upright in 
both hands. Press the bottle and 
then leave it loose. Do this three 
or four times. 

 What do you see?
= When the bottle is pressed, water flows out in a jet. When you let it go, water 

stops flowing out.

 What does this tell you?
= If pressure is applied to a liquid in a closed space, the liquid will gush from 

wherever it finds a way out.

A new term !

The heart contracts : The heart becomes smaller. 

The heart relaxes : The heart returns to its original size.

Place your palm a little to the left of the centre of your chest. You can feel 
your own heartbeat.

Try this.

Try this.
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 4. We become ………………..of all our emotions in the brain.

 5. The structure of the human body is very ……………. .

(D)  True or false ?

 1. The oesophagus is in the thoracic cavity.

 2. The heart is a little bigger than our fist.

 3. The food in the mouth forms a moist lump.

 4. In the brain, we interpret the information collected by the sensory organs.

(E)  Give reasons why.

 1. The structure of the body is such that all internal organs remain secure in their  
  places.

 2. Blood must be kept flowing in the blood vessels throughout the body.

 3. The brain has to be kept completely safe.

(F)  Match the following :

  ‘A’  Group      ‘B’  Group

 Blood supply     Alimentary canal

 Breathing     Heart

 Carrying food to the stomach  Brain

 Controlling movements   Lungs 

  

=	 Using small plastic funnels and plastic tubes make a stethoscope like the one a  
 doctor uses.

               ***

Activity


