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Preface

Pune 
Date :  18 April 2018
  Akshayya Trutiya
  Indian Solar Year :
  Chaitra 28, 1940

(Dr Sunil Magar)
Director

Maharashtra State Bureau of Textbook 
Production and Curriculum Research, Pune.

Dear Students,

A most hearty welcome to Std VIII. We are happy to place this textbook  
‘My English Book Eight’ in your hands.

English has been a part of your studies since Std I. So far, you have learnt 
many English songs and poems. You can read and understand the English 
seen and heard in your surroundings. You can use English to communicate 
precisely in everyday situations, in spoken, written, or ecommunication modes. 
You have enjoyed some interesting stories and passages in the previous 
textbooks and working out activities based on what you have learnt. Now 
that you are in Std VIII, you will do all this and also learn to use English 
both spoken and written with a better understanding of the language and the 
way it should be used. You will also get to enjoy reading works of some  
well-known writers.

Our main aim is to help you use English with confidence. We want you 
to be able to ask questions, gain knowledge and new skills, be creative and 
to spend your free time joyfully. That is why, we would like you to take part 
in all the activities and exercises in the ‘Warm up’ and ‘English Workshop’ 
sections, without any fear. Talk to your teacher freely about the problems and 
difficulties you face while studying this textbook. Many of the activities are 
designed to show you ways of thinking, learning on your own, and to sharpen 
your skill in creative writing so that you can write on your own meaningful, 
systematically in different types of formats. The more you use the activities, 
the better you will learn.

Useful audio - video teaching - learning material given in each relevant lesson 
will be available through the Q. R. Code and through the medium of App for 
additional information. It will be definitely useful for your study.

We will be happy if you share your feelings about the contents of this 
book with us. We hope you enjoy studying it throughout the year.

Wish you all the best in your studies !
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Unit Four

  Unit One   Unit Three

For the Teacher

 Different types of comprehension questions 
and exercises have been included in the 
book, though each text carries only a few 
comprehension questions with it. Note and  
use these different types when you design  
your own questions.

 Questions given in the margin are meant for oral 
work accompanying the reading of the text to 
ensure understanding of the contents. Please do not 
use them for written evaluation.

 The preparatory activities aim to develop fluency 
of students in thinking as well as speaking in 
English. These activitites are related to the text 
as also to the world outside the classroom. They 
acquaint the students with ways of understanding 
informative pieces and appreciating the literary 
ones.

 Grammar terms given in the book should NOT be 
used for evaluation, but for explaining the rules 

and conventions of usage to the students. 

 Use a bilingual approach while dealing with 
thought - provoking activities. Students may use 
their mother tongue in the course of discussions. 
But make sure that you recapitulate the gist of 
the activities in English at the end, and get the 
students to do the same.

 In the ‘Live English’ activities, students can 
experience the joy of using English in ‘lifelike’ 
situations. Ensure that all students get a chance 
to participate in these.

 Encourage the students to read poems and some 
simple passages on their own, individually in 
silence or in turns in a group, aloud. Ask questions 
of your own to ascertain they understand the unit 
taught.

 Also encourage students to find out new concepts 
on their own by use of dictionary, thesaurus etc. 
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