
IN T ROD U C T ION
T O F RAN C E

A q u ic k  ride dow n t h e ages   

P reh is t oric  Age -  T rac es  of  h u m an c iv il is at ion

C av es  at  Las c au x Al ignm ent s  of  dol m ens  at  C arnac

Ant iq u it y  -  T h e D aw n of  C iv il is at ion

Sit e of  t h e b at t l e of  Al é s ia V erc ingé t orix

V erc ingé t orix , chieftain of the Gauls, leads an uprising against Julius 
Caesar in 52 BC but is defeated and France comes under Roman rule.

C h arl em agne

C h arl em agne known as the K ing of 
the Franks, expands his kingdom and 
establishes the Carolingian empire. 
He also unifies western Europe.
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Middl e Ages  -  X I -  X IV  c ent u ries .

St at u e of  J eanne d’ Arc  in Orl é ans

J eanne d’ Arc  leads the French 
army against the British and brings 
victory to France. This brings an end 
to the Hundred Years’ war.

Renais s anc e -  X V  -  X V I c ent u ries .

C as t l e of  C h enonc eau ,  Loire V al l ey

Renais s anc e which 
means ‘ Rebirth’ sees the 
revival of art, culture and 
science in France. T h e 
c as t l es  of  t h e Loire v al l ey  
are architectural master-
pieces of this period. The 
versatile genius of this era, 
Leonardo da V inc i is an 
inventor, engineer and 
artist par excellence.

Leonardo da V inc i

C l as s ic al  Era -  X V II c ent u ry

Lou is  X IV

Lou is  X IV , known as the Sun K ing, enjoys
a long and prosperous reign. France 
becomes the centre  of Europe during his 
reign. He builds the p al ac e of  V ers ail l es . 
Today it is a world heritage site.
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F renc h  Rev ol u t ion -  1789

F al l  of  t h e B as t il l e 

The F al l  of  B as t il l e on 14t h  J u l y  1789 
marks the end of absolute monarchy in 
France. The reigning K ing Louis X VI 
and Q ueen Marie Antoinette pay with 
their lives. 
14th July is celebrated as the N at ional  
D ay  in France.

Lou is  X V I Marie Ant oinet t e 

Age of  Enl igh t enm ent  -  X V III c ent u ry

Individual liberty, 
opposition to monarchy, 
separation of state and 
religion are some of the 
main doctrines of this age.
W riters like Rousseau, 
Voltaire, Diderot and 
Montesquieu make a great 
impact on society.

Rou s s eau V ol t aire 
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N ap ol é on B onap art e

N ap ol é on, a military leader, declares himself
Emperor of the French at the Notre Dame 
cathedral in Paris. He conquers much of 
Europe in the earlier part of the X IX  century.

Modern Era -  X X  c ent u ry

Signing t h e T reat y  of  V ers ail l es  
af t er Worl d War I.  

Two world wars 
ravage Europe in 
the first half of the 
20th century 
bringing misery 
and devastation in 
its wake. Al l ied t roop s  l anding at  

N orm andy  du ring Worl d War II.

F as h ion 

Fashion is an important 
aspect of French life, culture 

and economy. Coco Chanel, a 
pioneer in the fashion world, 

created an iconic fashion 
label. Paris is today the centre 
of the global fashion industry. C h anel  p erf u m e

F ranc e is  at  t h e f oref ront  in m any  f iel ds .  Let  u s  m eet  t h e indiv idu al s  and ins t it u t ions  t h at  
h av e c ont rib u t ed t o F renc h  s oc iet y .

N ap ol é on B onap art e -  X IX  c ent u ry
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Lit erat u re

French literature has a rich heritage in 
all genres... prose, poetry and theatre. 
Literary giants have contributed greatly 

to world literature.

Mol iè re,  p l ay w righ t ,  X V II 
c ent u ry

V ic t or H u go,  l it erary  geniu s  
of  t h e X IX  c ent u ry

-XleV 9eUQe� VcieQce ¿cWioQ 
w rit er of  t h e X X  c ent u ry

Art

French traditions in the fine arts are deep 
and rich. Painting and sculpture 

flourished. By the end of the 19 th century, 
Paris attracted talent from all of Europe.

‘ Le P ens eu r’ ,  a s c u l p t u re b y  
Rodin

P ab l o P ic as s o
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N u c l ear Sc ienc e 
France has a long history in nuclear 

research. Antoine Henri Becquerel, Pierre 
and Marie Curie  were pioneers.

P ierre and Marie C u rie

Sc ienc e

Science, in France, has a long history. As 
far back as 1666, K ing Louis X IV founded 

the Académie des Sciences to foster a 
culture of scientific research. French 
scientists have made path breaking 

discoveries and contributed immensely to 
the progress of mankind.

René  D es c art es ,  
m at h em at ic ian and 

p h il os op h er,  X V II c ent u ry .

/oXiV 3DႋeXU� µ)DWKeU oI 
Mic rob iol ogy ’ .

Lav ois ier,  ‘ F at h er of  m odern 
&KePiႋU\’�

6
six



F ranc e T oday

Ariane,  l au nc h  v eh ic l e f or 
s at el l it es

72%  of  el ec t ric it y  in F ranc e 
c om es  f rom  nu c l ear s ou rc es

Airb u s  Indu s t ry  in T ou l ou s e T GV  –  T rain à  Grande V it es s e

France rose from the 
aftermath of the two 
world wars. France is 
at the forefront of 
technology, telecom-
munications, 
aero-space and aircraft 
manufacturing. Today it 
is a major power in 
Europe and on the 
global stage.

C inem a
France is the birthplace of cinema. In 

189 5 for the first time, les Frères Lumière 
(the Lumière Brothers) screened projected 

images on a screen. France has a rich 
legacy of fine film makers. The Film 

Festival of Cannes is one of the most 
prestigious in the world.
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LE MON D E F RAN C OP H ON E
( T H E F REN C H  SP EAK IN G WORLD )
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C OME D ISC OV ER
F REN C H Leçon 0

Le c oq  gau l ois ,  l ’ em b l è m e
de l a F ranc e

La Mars eil l ais e,  l ’ h y m ne nat ional  

Marianne,  l e s y m b ol e de l a
Ré p u b l iq u e F ranç ais e

Le drap eau  t ric ol ore…
b l eu ,  b l anc ,  rou ge 

Les  Sy m b ol es  de l a F ranc e ( Sy m b ol s  of  F ranc e)
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Leçon 0

A

B

C  if  f ol l ow ed b y  a,  o,  u

C  If  f ol l ow ed b y  i,  e

D

E s il ent  w h en in f inal  p os it ion

E in t h e m iddl e p os it ion

E p enu l t im at e l et t er in w ords  ending in c ons onant

F

G If  f ol l ow ed b y  a, o, u

G  If  f ol l ow ed b y  i,  e

H  s il ent

I

J

K

L

M

N

O

P

Q  Al w ay s  f ol l ow ed b y  u

R

/ a/

/ b /

/ k /

/ s /

/ d/

�ԥ�

/ e/

/ f /

/ g/

�ݤ�

/ i/

�ݤ�

/ k /

/ l /

/ m /

/ n/

/ o/

/ p /

/ k /

�ݒ�

p ap a,  c rav at e

b el l e,  b al l et

c ar,  c om m ent

c iel ,  c el a

dam e,  dorm ir

p arl e,  donne

p rem ier,  dev oir

regarder,  c oq u et

f ol l e,  dé f i

gare,  gom m e

gingem b re,  m anger

h eu re,  s ou h ait er

dire,  c irq u e

j au ne,  aj ou t er

k ios q u e,  k ay ak

l ac ,  f il m

m aigre,  m ari

neu f ,  nez

oral ,  m ot

p ort e,  p om m e

q u ai,  q u at re

roi,  s erv ir

F renc h  is  one of  t h e Rom anc e l angu ages  w h ic h  h as  ev ol v ed f rom  Lat in.
F renc h  Al p h ab et

A  B  C  D  E  F  G  H  I  J  K  L  M  N  O  P  Q  R  S  T  U  V  W  X  Y  Z
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F renc h  Al p h ab et

A  B  C  D  E  F  G  H  I  J  K  L  M  N  O  P  Q  R  S  T  U  V  W  X  Y  Z

10
dix



Leçon 0

S

S in t h e m iddl e of  t h e w ord

Ss  in t h e m iddl e of  t h e w ord

T

U

V

W

X

X  if  f ol l ow ed b y  a v ow el

Y

Y  in t h e b eginning of  t h e w ord

Z

/ s /

/ z/

/ s /

/ t /

/ y /

/ v /

/ w /

/ k s /

/ z/

/ i/

/ j /

/ z/

s ac ,  s ab l e

m ais on,  p es er

p ois s on,  b as s e

t ab l e,  t ot al

v u ,  s u r

v in,  c av e

w agon, w i- f i

t ex t o,  t ax i

deu x ௭  am is ,  s ix iè m e

s t y l o,  m art y r

y eu x ,  y aou rt

zo o,  s eize

Som e general  ru l es  t o h el p  y ou  p ronou nc e F renc h  w ords :

•  The last consonant of a word is usually silent.
  - vous, elles, français, institut.
•  There are a few exceptions. Generally, when the word ends in c, r, f, l, the last 
  consonant is pronounced.
  - avec, cher, attentif, il.     
•  The last consonant of a word is pronounced when it is followed by the letter ‘ e’ or 
  by another word beginning with a vowel.
  - étudiante, assistante, petit ௭  enfant.                 
•  Here are five types of orthographical signs used in the French language:
  
  1. l’accent aigu:  placed only on vowel ‘ e’ :
  é :  été, donné.

  2. l’accent grave :  placed on vowels ‘ a’ ‘ e’ ‘ u’ :  
  à   è   ù :   père, frère, où,  à.

  3. l’accent circonflexe :  placed on ‘ a’  ‘ e’   ‘ i’  ‘ o’   ‘ u’ :
  â   ê   î   ô   û :  août, fête, île,  hôtel, bâtiment.
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Leçon 0

  4. la cédille :  placed only  below the letter c :    
  ç :   garçon, français.

  5.le tréma :  rarely used in French language, placed on  ‘ e’ ‘ i’ ‘ u’ 
  ë  ï   ü  :   Noël
 
•  W hen does one use an apostrophe sign?
  W hen words ending in ‘ a’ ‘ e’ ‘ i’ are followed by another word beginning with a 
  vowel, the final consonant of the first word is dropped and replaced by an
  apostrophe.- ‘ J’ai’, ‘ C’est’ b u t  ‘ Si elle aime’.

Mem oris e nu m b ers  0- 20.

Les   N om b res  ( N u m b ers )

0  zéro

1  un

2  deux

3  trois

4  quatre

5  cinq

6  six

7  sept

8  huit

9   neuf

10  dix

11  onze

12  douze

13  treize

14  quatorze

15  quinze

16  seize

17  dix-sept

18  dix-huit

19   dix-neuf

20  vingt

21   vingt et un

22  vingt-deux

23  vingt-trois

29   vingt-neuf

30  trente

31  trente et un

36  trente-six

39   trente-neuf

40  quarante

50  cinquante

60  soixante

69   soixante-neuf

N u m b ers  21- 69 f ol l ow  a s im il ar p at t ern.

N ot e t h e p at t ern of  nu m b ers  70- 99

70   soixante-dix

71  soixante et onze

72  soixante-douze

79   soixante-dix-neuf

80  quatre-vingts

81  quatre-vingt-un

82  quatre-vingt-deux

89   quatre-vingt-neuf

9 0  quatre-vingt-dix  

9 1  quatre-vingt-onze

9 2  quatre-vingt-douze

9 9   quatre-vingt-dix-neuf
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Leçon 0

Let  u s  p rac t is e…

01 Writ e t h e nu m b er in w ords :

47……………..………………..……

600……………..………………..……

9 e……………..………………..……

1

2

3

5e……………..………………..……

2e……………..………………..……

888……………..………………..……

4

5

6

N u m b ers   100 onw ards

N ot e :  
� µ4uatre�vingts¶ loses the µs¶ Zhen a number IolloZs� e�g� �� ĺ quatre�vingt�Geu[�
•  Cent takes an ‘ s’ when it is preceded by a number but it loses the ‘ s’ when it is followed by 
  another number. e.g. 200 =  Deux cents but 220 =  Deux cent vingt.
•  ‘ Mille’ unlike Cent never takes an ‘ s’.
•  For numbers 81 and 9 1 the word ‘ et’ is replaced by a hyphen.

100   cent

200    deux cents

1000  mille

2000  deux mille

201   deux cent un

640   six cent quarante

732   sept cent trente-deux

2019  deux mille dix-neuf

un  ĺ  Sremier

Geu[   ĺ  Geu[iqme

trois  ĺ  troisiqme

quatre ĺ  quatriqme

cinq   ĺ  cinquiqme

si[   ĺ  si[iqme

seSt  ĺ  seStiqme

huit ĺ  huitiqme

neuI ĺ  neuviqme

Gi[  ĺ  Gi[iqme

on]e ĺ  on]iqme

Gou]e ĺ  Gou]iqme

Les  N om b res  Ordinau x  ( Ordinal  N u m b ers )
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Let  u s  p rac t is e…

01 Mat c h  t h e c l oc k  and t h e t im e giv en :

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

02 C al c u l at e and w rit e t h e ans w ers :

cinquante  +   vingt-cinq  =   ……………..………………..……………..……

quatre-vingt-onze  -  trente et un  =   ……………..………………..……………..……

quinze  ×   trois  =   ……………..………………..……………..……

cent   ÷   dix  =   ……………..………………..……………..……

onze  ×  huit  =   ……………..………………..……………..……

1

2

3

4

5

L’ H eu re ( T im e)

Q uelle heure est-il ? (W hat is the time?)
Il est...- It is...
-----------------------------------------------------
en avance –  early
à  l’heure –  on time
en retard –  late

N ot e :  12.30 =  Il est midi/minuit et demi.
W hile talking about time today,
the 24-hour system is generally used. 
e.g. It is 7 pm. =  Il est dix-neuf heures.

Q uelle heure est - il ?
Il est...

12h  -  24h

1h  -  13h

2h  -  14h

3h  -  15h

4h  -  16h

5h  -  17h

6h  -  18h

7h  -  19h

8h  -  20h

9h  -  21h

10h  -  22h

11h  -  23h MIN U ITMID I

et  q u art

et  dem ie
m oins  25

m oins  20

m oins
l e q u art

m oins 10
m oins 5
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Le m at in Le s oirL’ ap rè s - m idi La nu it

Il est huit heures vingt-deux.

Il est vingt et une heures.

Il est vingt-trois heures cinquante (Il est minuit moins dix).

Il est dix-sept heures quarante-cinq (Il est dix-huit heures moins le quart).

Il est dix-neuf heures dix.

Il est midi vingt.

Il est quatre heures trente  (Il est quatre heures et demie).

Il est quatorze heures quinze (Il est quatorze heures et quart).

a

b

c

d

e

f

g

h

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Les  J ou rs  de l a Sem aine
( D ay s  of  t h e w eek )

l u ndi

m ardi

m erc redi

j eu di

v endredi

s am edi

dim anc h e

Monday

Tuesday

W ednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

&¶est quel Mour auMourG¶hui " ĺ $uMourG¶hui, c¶est 
mardi. 
4uel Mour sommes�nous " ĺ 1ous sommes marGi�

N ot e t h e f ol l ow ing p oint s  w h en t al k ing of  dat es :  
•  Names of days and months are not in capital  
  letters, except days of national importance.
  e.g.14th -ul\ ĺ /e quator]e -uillet
•  Dates are not written with ordinal numbers, 
  except the first of the month.
  e.g. 3rd 0a\ ĺ le � mai
        1st oI -une ĺ le �er juin
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Les  Mois  de l ’ Anné e ( Mont h s  of  t h e y ear)

av ril

m ai j u in j u il l et aoû t

s ep t em b re oc t ob re nov em b re dé c em b re

e�g� (n quel mois sommes�nous " ĺ 1ous sommes en ao�t�

j anv ier f é v rier m ars

Let  u s  p rac t is e…

01 Giv en b el ow  are s om e of  t h e day s  of  t h e w eek .  F il l  in t h e m is s ing l et t ers :

««$ 5««,

……E U……I

1

2

««, 0 $««&««(

……U……D……

3

4

02 Mat c h  t h e c ol u m ns :

21st $Sril

25th December

15th March

1st of January

4th November

14th July

1

2

3

4

5

6

le quinze mars

le quatre novembre

le quatorze Juillet

le vingt et un avril

le premier janvier

le vingt-cinq décembre

a

b

c

d

e

f
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Here are the clues. Fill up
the crossword
with French words:

Ac ros s  
1. Month of summer
    holidays in India
2. First month of the year
3. The day after the week-end
�� %eIore $Sril
�� $Iter -ul\
6. 9 th month of the year

D ow n
a. Between May and July
b. French word for ‘ month’
c� $ month Zith �� or �� Ga\s
d. 4th month of the year
e. French word for ‘ day’
I� $ Ga\ oI the ZeeN�enG

03 Mot s  c rois é s :  

c d f

1

3

4 b e

5

6

2 a

Les  C ou l eu rs  ( C ol ou rs )

gris noir

ros e b l anc

j au ne b l eu

rou ge v ert orange

Let  u s  p rac t is e…

01 Writ e t h e c ol ou r in F renc h  f or t h e f ol l ow ing :

Sky  ……………..…

Crow  ……………..…

/eaI «««««��«

1

2

3

Sunflower ……………..…

Cloud  ……………..…

Colours of the French flag ……………..……………

4

5

6
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 salon (m)

 salle à manger (f)

 cuisine (f)

 chambre à coucher (f)

 salle de bains (f)

 cave (f)

La Mais on ( H ou s e)

p rem ier é t age

rez- de- c h au s s é e

 sous-sol (m)

 escalier (m)

 toit (m)

 garage (m)

 porte (f)

 fenêtre (f)

Proverbe
« Le temps est gratuit, mais très précieux. » 

B on Am u s em ent
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La C art e de F ranc e ( Map  of  F ranc e)

19
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Let  u s  p rac t is e…

01 C ’ es t  où  ?   ( Wh ere is  it ? )    

/¶(sSagne «««««��«

/a 6uisse «««««��«

/a 0anche «««««��«

1

2

3

/¶2cpan $tlantique «««««��«

/a 0er 0pGiterranpe «««««��«

/e -ura «««««��«««««

4

5

6

Ans w er u s ing ‘ au  nord,  à  l ’ ou es t ,  à  l ’ es t ,  au  s u d’  :

02 F ind and m ark  on t h e grid t h e f ol l ow ing :   

The mountains between France and Italy

$ countr\ to the north oI )rance

$ river in )rance, Iamous Ior its castles

The mountains between France and Spain

The river flowing through Paris

The capital of France

1

2

3

4

5

6

B

S

D

A

L

P

E

S

Y

M

E

T

W

G

A

T

C

D

Z

I

L

O

I

R

E

H

F

O

N

O

G

J

I

N

K

S

F

E

M

A

I

S

T

O

B

R

S

N

Y

V

Q

L

R

X

H

B

H

D

E

A

U

P

J

L

P

Y

R

E

N

E

E

S

N ord ( au  nord)

O
ue

st
 ( à

 l ’
ou

es
t ) Est (à l’est)

Su d ( au  s u d)
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