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What are the TONES?

Mandarin Chinese is a tonal language. When a syllable is pronounced in
different tones, it gives different meaning. In Chinese language, there are 5 basic
tones. Each tone has a distinctive pitch contour which can be graphed using the
Chinese 5-level system. It can be represented by the tone marks as under:

(a) First tone ( — )

(b) Second tone ( /)
(c) Third tone ( \/ )
(d) Fourth tone ( \ )

(e) Neutral tone; it is represented by not having any tone mark.

Learn the Tones with M

4% tone

Tone position

In Pmyin, Tones should be marked on a vowel. If a syllable has more than
one vowel, the tone should be marked on the main vowel of the syllable. Vowels
are listed in the following order: a, o, e, 1, u and 1. As the vowel ‘a’ appears first
in this list, the tone in the word ‘liao’ should be marked on the vowel ‘a’.
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4+1 Tones and and pitch contour

First Tone (—)

The first tone is high pitch flat
tone. It is important to keep one’s
voice even (almost monotone) across
the whole syllable while pronouncing
the first tone. It is represented by a
straight horizontal line (—) above a
vowel in final.

Try practicing the following first
tone syllables:

ma y1 1e hou

bo kong nao yi

Second Tone (/)

The second tone is the tone in which
the pitch rises moderately. The second
tone is represented by putting a rising
diagonal line (/) above the vowel in
final.

Try practicing the following second
tone syllables:

ma yi 1é héu

bo kéng nao ya

Third Tone (\/)

The third tone falls and then rises
again. When pronounced clearly, it’s
tonal “dipping” is very distinctive. It
is represented by a curved “dipping”
line (v) above a vowel in final.

Try practicing the following third
tone syllables:

v 2 v

ma yi 1€ hou

v

bo kong nao yu

Fourth Tone (\)

The fourth tone starts out high but
drops sharply to the bottom of the
tonal range. It is represented by a
dropping diagonal line (\) above a
vowel in final.

Try practicing the following fourth
tone syllables:

ma yi le hou

bo kong nao yu

Neutral Tone

In standard Chinese pronunciation, there are many syllables that lose their
original tones. The neutral tone is pronounced soft and short without regard to
pitch. Syllables with a neutral tone have no tone mark.

Try practicing the following neutral tone syllables:

ma yi le hou

kong nao yu




One’s Natural
Tonal Representation Comfortable

voice range

5\ 5 High
4 4 Mid-high
= 7 N\

3 Middle
3 7 / \

2 Mid-low
\/ N 1 Low

Why TONES are important in Chinese Language?

Different tones have different meaning

fang

(square) (pay a visit) (put down)
4 5
u O
qt qi
(seven) (IO SIS (angry)
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Read the monosyllabic word with proper tone

ma da It ge bao fei
— pai duo huan yu wa yin
/ ma da 1i gé bao féi
pai duo huan yu wa yin
\V/ ma da Ii g bao fei
pdi duo hudn yu wa yin
\ ma da li ge bao fei
pai duo huan yu wa yin
Tone rules Tone Rule : X bu

1. Tone mark is placed above final
(vowel) sound.

2. When a syllable contains 2 or more
vowels, the tone mark should be
placed above the main vowel. It
means the vowel which is pronounced
more clearly and loudly. For example
— z40’an, zai jian

3. When a tone mark is placed above
the vowel 1, the dot above 1 should
be omitted. e.g. - 1i

When 1u or ui is used, the tone
mark should be placed above the
end vowel. e.g. - liu, dui

5. When there are two and three tones
in a row, the first one becomes
second tone. This rule 1s always
followed, automatically, even though
it will not be reflected in the pinyin.

See the following examples:
Originally
R%F (ni + hio)
BYF (hén+hio)

After applying the rule
fR¥F (ni hio)
RYF (hén hio)

When the word A (bu) precedes a
fourth tone, A changes to second tone (bu).
This rule is always followed, automatically,
and it will be reflected in the pinyin.

See the following examples:

Originally  After applying the rule
AXT (bu + dui) AXS (badui)
AZE (bu+ qu) AZ (buqu)
AE (bu+cud) %8 (bucuo)

Tone Rule— (y1):

The character — (y1), meaning “one,” is
pronounced in the first tone when comes
as a independent syllable. It is pronounced
in second tone when followed by a fourth
tone. And it becomes fourth tone when
followed by any other tone.

See the following examples:
Originally After applying the rule

— T (yit+tge) —7 (yige)
—3 (yi+ban) — (yiban)
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Pronounciation Exercise — Read aloud to understand the phonetics better:

Consonants Mandarin Example
b beéi = glass, bai = white, bi = pencil, baba = father
p péngyou = friend, pido = ticket
m mama = mother, méi = beautiful
f féng = wind, fan = food
d da = big, dou = all, dud = many
t Ta = he/she/it, tai = too/very
n ni = you, nidn = year, nar = there, na = which
1 lai = come, ldo = old, 1a = hot/spicy
g gao = tall, g€ = song, géi = give
k ka = card, kan = look, kdao = examine
h hé = drink, hé = and, huan= happy
] jii = nine, jia = home / family
q qing = please, qu = to go, i = seven
X xiexie = thank you, xué¢ = study, xido = small
z zal - at/on, zud = to do, zudo = to sit, zou = walk
c cai = dish, can = meal, cud0 = wrong / mistake
S san = three, s¢ = colour, sui = age/year
zh zhong = middle, zhonggué = China, zhu = to stay/live
ch chi = to eat, chd = tea, chdao = stir fry/ cook
sh shi = ten, shi = to be (am/is/are)
r ri = sun / day, r¢ = hot, rén = person
y yun = cloud, yudn = Chinese currency, yuan = garden
W wo = I, wai = outside / foreign, wan = bowl

#>] Lianxi : A

Practice four tones.

mang mang mang mang
w0 wO wO WO
nan nan nan nan
tong tong tong tong
hén hén hén hen

Practice sound discrimination.

pén péng kuai guai
déng dong dud tud
lang léng fén féng
kua gua tan tang
gen géng hui kui



Chinese cooking is an important part of Chinese Culture, also known as Chinese food
culture and it has an important impact on East Asian Region. The art of Chinese cooking
has been developed and refined over many centuries.

Chinese people pay great attention to courtesy, the food culture is deep rooted in China’s
history. The primary eating utensils are chopsticks and ceramic spoon . In a Chinese meal,
everyone will have their own rice bowl; however, the accompanying dishes are shared
communally. Dishes are served in the middle of a table.

Below is the list of some of the famous Chinese cuisine.
e Kf® (Huoguo) Hot pot
« [HEZ (Mian tido) Noodles
« B4 (Suancaiyn) Fish with Sichuan pickles
+  ¥PEZ (Chiogingcai) Stir-fried vegetables
o [REZB (Mapo doufir) Stir-fried tofu
« EBfRY8T (Gongbio jiding) Kung Pao chicken
« B EMWZ (Yhxiang rousi) Shredded pork with garlic sauce
« JZH (Kioya) Roasted duck
«  EHMEIEH (Fanqié danhua tang) Tomato and egg soup
+  RF (Jidozi) Dumpling
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