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NATIONAL ANTHEM



Preface

Dear Students, 

 The subject Philosophy consists of a fundamental study of the problems that mankind 
has been facing for last many centuries. It is a peculiarity of Philosophy that it studies 
a particular subject-matter holistically and critically at the same time.

In the previous year, you have been introduced to this subject and its three main 
branches. The textbook of the twelth standard has been structured keeping in mind the 
fact that your curiosity about this subject must have increased now. This year you will 
be acquainted with the prominent concepts and theories in these branches of Philosophy, 
namely; metaphysics, epistemology and ethics. Alongwith these you will also be introduced 
to the branch called aesthetics.

Considering the scope and the significance of metaphysics, three lessons in this book 
discuss the problems in this branch of Philosophy. At the same time, they also inform 
you about the contemporary scientific views about these problems. This will help you 
understand the relation between Philosophy and Science. The fourth Chapter is devoted 
to epistemology. It discusses the concept and the sources of knowledge. The fifth Chapter 
deals with the question how should we evaluate our actions in ethical terms. Chapter six 
explains the nature of aesthetic attitude and provides information regarding the important 
concepts in the Philosophy of art. Like last year, there is a Chapter discussing the 
interrelations between science, technology and Philosophy. While taking a review of the 
development of science and technology, it also acknowledges the ethical problem that 
this development gives rise to.

As in the previous year, the thinking about all these subjects in both - the Indian 
and the Western tradition has been reviewed this year too! This will make you understand 
the peculiarities of both the traditions. You will also understand the similarities and 
differences between them.

In order to explain the abstract concepts and theories, instances that you know of 
have been used. At the same time, this year the terms in philosophical terminology 
have also been introduced. Though the study of this text-book may satisfy your curiosity 
about Philosophy to a certain extent, we believe that you will have the urge to study 
this subject in a deeper and comprehensive manner. Do use literature other than the text 
such as books, informative websites on the internet, encyclopedia and other audio-visual 
media for such a study. Material kept on Q.R. code is also for your help. Best wishes 
for a joyful and fruitful study.

Pune
Date	 : 21st February 2020
Bharatiya Saur : Falgun 2, 1941

(Vivek Gosavi)
Director

Maharashtra State Bureau of Texbook  
Production and Curriculum Research, Pune



	 An Approach to Teaching Standard XII Philosophy

The textbook for 11th standard primarily aimed at introducing Philosophy in 

a way that students would find interesting and engaging. The present textbook 

assumes that this purpose is fulfilled and students are more curious about the 

subject. The book is designed by keeping knowledge-constructivism and activity-

based, student-centric learning in focus. 

The book includes lessons on Metaphysics, Epistemology, Ethics and Asthetics 

as well. Three Chapters are devoted to Metaphysics, explaining main concepts 

in metaphysics, theories of causation and discussions related to self. This year 

too, both - Indian and Western streams of thoughts are presented by briefly 

introducing their key-concepts and theories. Each lesson also introduces today’s 

scientific thought related to that lesson at the end. The last lesson discusses the 

relationship between science, technology and Philosophy along with some pertinent 

issues related to Science and Technology. This will help students understand the 

relevance and the importance of Philosophy in present times. 

Along with giving fundamental information about Philosophy the book also 

aims at generating interest about philosophical thinking and develop perspectives 

towards life. The activities given in every lesson are designed with the same 

purpose. We believe that teachers will certainly help students and encourage them 

for this. Teaching and learning can also be enhanced with the help of other means 

as newspapers, documentaries and authentic websites on the internet. 

Textbooks of 11th and 12th will together provide a solid base for further 

studies in Philosophy. Supplementary information given on QR code will also be 

useful in this regard. 

- For the Teachers -



Competency Statement

No. UNIT COMPETENCY

1 There is 
something, 

but what it is?

•	 Explain the concept of the ‘ultimate reality’ 

•	 Take an overview regarding the number and the nature of ultimate reality 

•	 Compare various opinions in Indian and western tradition  

•	 State scientific perspective about reality. 

2 What is 
Cause?

•	 Discuss the relationship between cause and effect 

•	 Analyze thoughts / positions regarding causation in Indian and western 
tradition 

•	 Compare philosophical and scientific perspective regarding causation 

3. Who am I?.... 
What am I?

•	 Explain the concept of ‘self’ in philosophy 

•	 State the perspectives regarding self in Indian and western philosophy

•	 State the salient points regarding self awareness in science

4. How do we 
know? 

•	 Show the relationship between Prama, Pramata and Praman 

•	 Explain the epistemological thought (praman vichar) in Nyaya philosophy 
in details. 

•	 Analyze the concept of ‘knowledge’ in western epistemological tradition

•	 Make distinction between Empiricism and Rationalism 

•	 Evaluate Empiricism and Rationalism

•	 Underline the distinction between the processes of knowing for individual 
and for society with the help of scientific perspective 

5. What to do 
and why?

•	 Explain Karma theory and the concept of Purushaartha in Indian philosophy 

•	 State  how moral philosophy is discussed in Charvaka, Jain and Baudhha 
Darshana 

•	 Classify types of hedonism 

•	 Compare deontology and consequentialism 

•	 Apply moral doctrines while identifying appropriate action or evaluating 
any action 

•	 Analyze the problems in moral philosophy in the light of evolution 

6. Following the 
path of art

•	 Know the importance of aesthetic experience in human life 

•	 Explain the characteristics of aesthetic perspective

•	 Discuss various philosophical thoughts regarding the concept of beauty 

•	 Identify different components  of artistic creation and the relationship 
between them in any art form of one’s choice 

•	 Understand objective elements in aesthetic and artistic experience from 
scientific perspective 

7.  Science, 
Technology 

and                  
Philosophy 

•	 Discuss various problems philosophy is facing  due to increasing effects of 
technology on human life 

•	 Exemplify and state different perspectives regarding man-nature relationship 

•	 Explain the relationship between the laws of nature and human behavior 

•	 Discuss problems in environmental philosophy 

•	 Know what is alternative technology and discuss what is alternative life-
style 
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