( Part-3 )

During her stay in Japan Rina has mastered 70 basic Kanji Characters. Let’s study them one
by one.

EFKanji

About Kanji
Kanji CEZ) is one of the three scripts used in the Japanese language. Kanji script consists

of Chinese characters, which were first introduced to Japan in the 5th century via Korea.

Until 5th Century the Japanese language itself had no written form. In the 5th century
Japanese Buddhist monks brought the Chinese text written in the Chinese language i.e. in
Kanji(ideograms) to Japan. Since then Japan adopted Kanji Script.

Kanjis are ideograms, i.e. each character has its own meaning and

== 5 corresponds to a word. By combining kanji characters, more words
% .E.a_ are created and these words are called as “Jukugo”. For example,

the combination of “electricity (&) ” with “car (2)” means “&
B —Densha”it means “train”.

Kanji Reading

When adopting the characters, the Japanese not only introduced the characters’ original
Chinese pronunciations, but also associated them with the corresponding, native Japanese
words and their pronunciations/reading. As a result, most of the kanji characters have two

readings, (On yomi- Chinese Reading. This is shown in Katakana) and (kun yomi-Japanese
Reading.This is shown in Hiragana)

The Kun-reading (kun-yomi &lI|Z%t # ) is the native Japanese reading associated with the
meaning of a Kanji. Every kanji has 3D effect i.e. Meaning, On reading and Kun reading.

Kanjis are used for writing nouns, adjectives, adVerbs and Verbs. But unlike the Chinese
language, Japanese language cannot be written entirely in kanji. For grammatical endings
and words without corresponding kanji the Hiragana syllables are used they are called
“Okurigana”. See the example below.

BA : Kanji

B %\

<

%\ Hiragana (Okurigana)




Number of Kanji Characters

There are approximately ten thousand of kanji characters, of which 2000 to 3000 are
required to understand newspapers. A set of 2136 characters has been officially declared as
the “kanji for everyday use requried”.

Stroke Order

Each kanji character consists of stroke order (hitsujun 2/ ). The rules for stroke order were
developed to facilitate writing and reading, and also to give a Kanji character a balanced
and esthetical appearance.

As a general rule, Kanji characters are written from left to the right and from the top to the
bottom. General rules to write kanji characters:

then vertical

T 1
First horizontal

Top to bottem Ledt to right
‘
7J<I | } ] |
If wou have |efi, Central line
right ind center intersecting karnji
options, work at the end

froin The cenmer

A

+!

Top to bottom

Left to right

First horizontal then vertical

If you have left, right and center
options, work from the center

Central line intersecting kanji at

the end

Let’s begin and learn simple basic kanjis.
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Unit 1 )

Kanji Characters of Numbers

100

1000
iy
/10000

uh
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On Reading | Kun-Reading

Jukugo-Words

Meaning
One 1 F [O R « —A (\W524Y2) January
« —Z& (\WW-IXA) One long object *
« —A (VrY) Oneperson
Kun-Reading | Jukugo-Words

Meaning | On Reading

Two

 —H (IZ4°) February

\,3\7—: - D
* =& (1213 A) Two long objects

« ZA (3 YY) Two persons

* For example banana,pensil, pen, tree etc.
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Meaning | On Reading | Kun-Reading | Jukugo-Words
Three > e I * ZA (TA5°2) March
« =R (TAITA) Three
long objects
« = A (TAITA) Three persons
L]
Meaning | On Reading | Kun-Reading | Jukugo-Words
Four 1.3 > i * ™A (L52) April
2.

« AR (LAITA) Four long

objectss

« ™A (LIZA) Four persons

A

Meaning | On Reading | Kun-Reading | Jukugo-Words
Five p WD - D « AR (T%%2) May
« AK (ZIFA) Five long
objects
«AA (ZITA) Five persons
—
VA
Meaning On Reading | Kun-Reading | Jukugo-Words
Six =7 - - XA (A<52) June
«"AK (%-1FA) Sixlong
objects
*« AA (A<ITA)  Six persons
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g =

Meaning On Reading | Kun-Reading | Jukugo-Words
Seven > F e - D * £HA (LB54"2) July
« £& (B%1TA) Seven long
objects
A (BRICA/LBITA)
Seven persons
/\
Meaning | On Reading | Kun-Reading | Jukugo-Words
Eight INF T o T2 « NB (IZ5%°2) August
« AR (l3-ITA) Eight long
objects
« \NA (lEBIZA) Eight
persons
Meaning On Reading | Kun-Reading Jukugo-Words
Nine I. F=a2v SZ2D -2 | "B (K5°2) August
2. 7 UK (¥w HIZA) Nine long
objects
SULA (Ew 312 A) Nine persons
Meaning | On Reading Kun-Reading Jukugo-Words
Ten Tay bl * +A (Cw 5 %%2) October
* +& (Cw-IlXA) Ten
long objectss
«t+A (L IHITA) Ten
persons
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Meaning | On Reading | Kun-Reading Jukugo-Words
Hundred | 1. E+ 7 — =8 (FAU% <) Three
B Hundred
3 " mA (LAV*%<) Four
o = Hundred
Meaning | On Reading | Kun-Reading Jukugo-Words
Thousand 1. &> EF (TAER)
2. &> Three Thousand
«/\F (l¥->+A) EightThousand
Meaning | On Reading | Kun-Reading Jukugo-Words
Ten <> — «—7% (\WHZFA) Ten Thousand
Thousand « =7 (IZF A) Twenty
Thousand

1.

YL Example : 50 % < 1

1.

2. TADLIEATHIE 4321 mM4a5967TT,

LA Ly LZEL L. Let's practice

AL &)U

TITATY,

e8> TY,

3. T E TAIFA TV,
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NEADHALENETE L & D, Write the kanji of underlined word.

At AllTA

T HEH D @

4596 :

TAITA




2. IELWEHENALICOZEDIFE L &£ H. Let's draw a circle to the correct reading of
the kanji.

L\ Example: ¥

#L\N Example : LAY 5L HD CwHHso

1. Ea=]

LADRLK B-5U%<K 1T »L U<
2. ZhA

ICHA T EHRA THA TANA
3. INF

5 A E-EA TwIEA TAEA

3. 2FD EATHID HALEHNETZ L LI, Write Following Numbers in Kanji.

1.

L\ Example : D 2 6: —+< @245: —AW@E+A
35: 49 : 387

621 : 768 : 00O :

4, LKW HALZIFLE L & . Let's strike off the incorrect kanji.
L\ Example @ T0%< ¢ KB P

l. TAZA : HAA Fin
2. 5 tA : +F ~F
3. LALwS N 9+

QSelf- check:
If Score of above exercises is more than 80% go ahead. If not learn again.

\7
I\
N7
I\

\¢4
N\
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